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Gion Corner is an attractive theater where visitors can appreciate seven different kinds of
traditional Japanese cultural forms: Kyo-mai dance by maiko, Kado flower arrangement,
Sado tea ceremony, Koto Japanese harp, Gagaku court music, Kyogen comic theater, and
Bunraku puppet play. The gallery exhibits accessories of maiko (gorgeous obi sash and
hair ornaments, Okobo high wooden clogs, etc.) as well as a variety of traditional crafts of
Kyoto such as Kiyomizu-yaki ceramics. The theater stage has been recently renovated
using fine Japanese cypress. Enjoy elegant dance by maiko on the beautifully refurbished
cypress stage and other traditional Japanese culture at Gion Corner.
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Kagai in Kyoto -Ozashiki Asobi-

An Ozashiki Asobi is a small private party where geiko and maiko host people
with their performances and traditional fun and easy games. It is an experience
that many people visiting Kyoto dream of having at least once in their lifetime,
but actually arranging an Ozashiki Asobi needs a lot of background knowledge
and preparation. There is a famous expression about Ochaya in Kagai,
“Ichigen-san Okotowari” meaning “First-time customers without introduction
are not allowed.” Some people misunderstand this as a cold rejection but it
actually isn’'t so. In fact, this system is essential for Ochaya to ensure they can
entertain their customers with maximum comfort and hospitality. Without
knowing anything about the customers, Ochaya can’t guarantee their complete
satisfaction and thus do not accept first-time customers without an introduction
from their regular customers - such a considerate attitude. If a person has no
previous connection with an Ochaya, he should ask someone who has a good
relationship with a Kagai to make an introduction for them. It is also possible
for one to stay at an exclusive ryokan or hotel and use their privileged connec-
tion to contact an Ochaya. Another possibility is to become a member of the
Kyoto Traditional Musical Art Foundation “Ookini Zaidan.” Once one has
successfully made a reservation, the Ochaya calls on geiko and maiko through
their Okiya (to which the geiko and maiko belong) and arranges meals from a
catering restaurant. In an Ozashiki, geiko and maiko pour sake for the guests
and perform their dance. When both maiko and geiko attend the Ozashiki,
maiko dance first and geiko follow. After the dance, the geiko returns to the
guests to enjoy chatting and playing unique traditional games such as “Tora
Tora” and “Kompira Funefune” together. If the customer is fond of singing
traditional Japanese songs and poems, they let him showcase his singing talent
accompanied by a Jikata (geiko playing traditional Japanese instruments) to
make the guest feel even more pleased.

Once experienced, you will be infatuated by your dream-like time at an Ozashiki
and wish to come back again. Indeed, many people wish so too. Evenings in a
Kagai are always filled with people’s laughter and joy.
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