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Dancing throughout the Seasons

“Mai,” or an elegant dance performed at various occasions in Kyoto by Geiko
and Maiko is a delight. Ozashiki is the main place where you can meet Geiko and
Maiko, however, there are other chances where the audience can enjoy
watching the fascinating dance skills of Geiko and Maiko which they achieve as
a result of their daily hard trainings. Dance shows held every spring and autumn
in each Kagai are such occasions. Rituals and ceremonies held at shrines, such
as Yasaka Shrine, Heian Jingu Shrine and Kitano Tenmangu Shrine, often
include dances by Geiko and Maiko from the local Kagai where they dedicate
their beautiful dance to the deities. These dances held at shrines have a different
style and atmosphere from those performed in Ozashiki.

During the Setsubun ritual in February, Geiko and Maiko join the bean-throwing
ritual and perform a dance for the deity at Yasaka Shrine and Kitano Tenmangu
Shrine. April is the month in which Heian Jingu Shrine’s most important rituals
of the year, Rei-sai, is held. After the Rei-sai, there is a ceremony in which Maiko
dance as well as traditional Japanese performing art forms, such as Kagura and
Japanese harp music, as an offering to the deity. July is the month of the Gion
Festival. Gion Festival is one of the greatest festivals of Japan dedicated to the
deity of Yasaka Shrine and it continues for a month. As the four Kagai, Gion
Kobu, Miyagawacho, Pontocho and Gion Higashi, are the parishion's area of
Yasaka Shrine, Geiko and Maiko join the Hanagasa Procession and perform a
dance for the deity.

Geiko and Maiko often take part in traditional rituals and events in Kyoto. Not
only during their elegant dance performances for the deity but also their
splendid presence attracts people’s eyes and hearts. Geiko and Maiko dressed in
the historical costumes of the Heian period or medieval age join the procession
of Jidai Festival, one of the three largest festivals of Kyoto. At the Zuiki Festival
held at Kitano Tenmangu Shrine in October, all Geiko and Maiko of Kamishi-
chiken stand outside and welcome the Mikoshi portable shrine carried around
the neighborhood.

The tie between traditional events of Kyoto and Kagai is an indispensable
element when we talk about the culture of Kagai. “Mai” dance performed by
Geiko and Maiko are a quintessential part of rituals and events in Kyoto.
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