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Baika-sai (Kamishichiken)
February 25th is the memorial day of the death of a Heian-period court
officer, Michizane Sugawara, who is enshrined as the deity at Kitano
Tenmangu Shrine. Every year on this day, the Baika-sai Plum Festival

is held and Geiko and Maiko perform tea ceremony outside and serve
matcha to visitors.
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Kanki Inari Shrine Festival (Gion Higashi)

Kanki Inari Shrine is famous as it enshrines the deity of preventing fire.
The festival is held on May 14th every year, Geiko and Maiko of Gion

Higashi join the Yoi-miya Festival which held the day before, and walk
along the local streets holding lanterns on which their name is written.
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Ise-ko & Visiting Koya-san (Pontocho)
“Ko” is a group of people who share same belief or purpose. There are
two “Ko” in Pontocho. One is the Ise-ko whose people travel to Ise Jingu

Shrine and the other is to visit Koyasan. Each Ko visits Ise and Koyasan
in June or July respectively every year.
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Kanikakuni Festival (Gion Kobu)

Isamu Yoshii was an author who deeply loved the culture of Kagai.
November 8th is the day when a stone monument was established on
which Yoshii’s famous song about Gion is inscribed. On this day, Geiko

and Maiko of Gion Kobu visit the monument and offer chrysanthemum
flowers to the memory of Yoshii.
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Ohitaki (Miyagawacho)

A shrine priest of Wakamiya Hachimangu Shrine offer the Shinto prayer
at the altar set in front of the Miyagawacho Kaburenjo Theatre. Mem-

bers of the Ochaya Association join the ceremony and pray for improve-
ment of Geiko and Maiko's artistic skills and their healthy life.
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December - Kaomise Soken at Minamiza Theatre

Kichirei Kaomise Kogyo at Minamiza Theatre is a
spectacular Kabuki show held in winter. Large wooden
name boards called “Maneki” on which every Kabuki
actor’s name is written in the special Kantei-ryu callig-
raphy style are set on the facade of the theatre.
Kaomise Soken is the day on which Geiko, Maiko and
Kagai related people are invited to watch the show. It
is such a superb scene as Geiko and Maiko dressed in
colorful and gorgeous kimono sit in the seats near both
sides of the stage. During the intermission, Maiko visit
backstage to meet their favorite Kabuki actor and
receive his autograph on their mini-Maneki hair orna-
ment.
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October - Jidai Festival

Jidai Festival is called the Moving Picture Scroll of
History as the parade covers different historical eras of
Kyoto’s history dating back from the Meiji Ishin era to
the Heian era. Costumes and accessories worn by the
participants are all reproduced based on thorough
historical research and every single item displays the
refined traditional craftworks of Kyoto. Geiko and
Maiko from five Kagai have participated in the proces-
sion of women from the Medieval era and Heian era in
turn since 1950. They play important female historical
figures such as Yodo-gimi and Murasaki Shikibu. One
of the most impressive figures is Tomoe Gozen who is
dressed in dignified samurai armor and rides on a
horse in the procession of the Heian-era women. Geiko
and Maiko are a vital element of the procession as
their presence truly captures the elegance of Kyoto.
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August - Hassaku

August 1st is the day that Geiko and Maiko dressed in
the formal summer black kimono called “ro” and hold-
ing a special folding fan visit their teachers of cultural
lessons and Ochaya and offer their seasonal greetings.
“Omedetosan-dosu” is a formal phrase to express their
daily gratitude. Originally, Hassaku (August 1st on the
lunar calendar) was the day that farmers prayed for a
good harvest of that year to the deity of rice paddy,
therefore, the day was also called “Tanomi-no Setsu, or
the Season of Rice Harvest.” Since the sound, “Tanomi”
is the same as another Japanese word meaning “to
count on someone,” a new custom was developed as
Hassaku, the day people greet and offer gratitude to
those who have shown them favor.
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February - Setsubun & Obake

February 3rd is the day called Setsubun. On the day of
Setsubun, Geiko and Maiko of Gion Kobu, Miyagawa-
cho, Pontocho and Gion Higashi perform a dance dedi-
cated to the deity of Yasaka Shrine while those of
Kamishichiken perform for the one at Kitano
Tenmangu Shrine. Then, Geiko and Maiko throw
roasted beans from the Mai-dono stage which the audi-
ence try to collect with squeals of delight. In the
evening, every Kagai is filled with the joy of Obake. In
olden times, a young woman is disguised (“Bake” in
Japanese) with the hairstyle and looks of an old woman
in order to get rid of goblins on the night of Setsubun.
This is said to have been the origin of Obake today. In
the evening, Geiko and Maiko dress up in different
costumes and visit Ochaya to entertain their clients
which can be enjoyed only on the day of Obake.
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January - Shigyoshiki

Shigyoshiki is the opening ceremony of a year term.
Geiko, Maiko and Kagai-related people gather and
make a fresh resolve to improve their artistic skills.
Shigyoshiki in Gion Kobu, Miyagawacho, Pontocho and
Gion Higashi is held on January 7th while in Kamishi-
chiken it is held on January 9th. Geiko and Maiko
dressed in their most formal black kimono with crests
and wearing the hair ornament of a rice ear visit their
teachers and Okami (female managers) at Ochaya and
give their New Year’s greetings. Later, they join the
Mai-zome, the first dance performance of the year, in
front of the Kagai-related people. This is the official
beginning of the New Year in Kagai. Geiko and Maiko
work in the Ozashiki with the same formal attire until
January 7th (until January 9th in Kamishichiken).
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Seasonal Events in Kagai

The unique culture of Kagai has always been a
delight of the seasonal events yoto. Learning
about the origin and history of each event will
deepen your understanding about Kagai. Some
events are commonly practiced with the participa-
tion all five Kagai while others are held only in each
district. Geiko and Maiko often go out from the
Kagai and appear in the important traditional events
of Ky
but strive for the continuance

o. They are working hard not just for Kagai

and succession of the tradi-
tional culture of Kyoto.

photo by Hiroshi Mizobuchi
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